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ABOUT ME

B.A. in Anthropology → 
archaeology jobs

M.A. in Museology→
curator jobs



PREMISE:

Book displays are more than a simple tool for passive Readers 
Advisory. 

A well-crafted display captures attention, sparks imagination, and 
sends a message about your library’s values & institutional culture.



GETTING 
STARTED

How to find inspiration & 
choose your theme

● Rotate monthly

● LP, audio, digital resources

● Movies & music!

● Dip into storage

● Pinterest, social media

● Current events

● Cross-promote?



OTHER 
CAN’T-MISS 

THEMES







https://www.nhaudubon.org/education/birds-and-birding/peregrine-cam/

https://www.nhaudubon.org/education/birds-and-birding/peregrine-cam/


NATIONAL
POETRY 
MONTH





RIDICULOUS
HOLIDAYS

Happy National Winnie the Pooh 
Day (January 18)!

https://nationaltoday.com/

https://nationaltoday.com/


State Department

National Park Service

https://www.state.gov/state-department-celebrates-heritage-and-history-months/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/npscelebrates/annual-events.htm






PAUSE FOR QUESTIONS



HONING AN 
INSTITUTIONAL 

VOICE

Strike a tone:
● Humorous?
● Hip?
● Educational?
● Family-friendly?

● Your decisions reflect your 
(personal, library’s) VALUES



Highlighting 
diversity & inclusion 
including (and beyond)
what’s in your library’s 
collections

→ CURATORIAL VOICE
link to my Museology thesis

https://digital.lib.washington.edu/researchworks/bitstream/handle/1773/33437/McCreery_washington_0250O_14566.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y




Ask yourself: 

Do my SIGNAGE, PROPS, PHYSICAL SET-UP, and THEME 

reflect a variety of PEOPLE, HOMES, FAMILIES, 
LIFESTYLES, 

AND CULTURAL TOUCHSTONES? 



handout on how to avoid tokenizing marginalized populations from Anti-Oppression Resource & Training Alliance→

https://results4america.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Tokenization-Handout-and-Worksheet.pdf
https://aorta.coop/


Great British Bake Off controversy

Jill Biden controversy

deep dive: #ownvoices controversy

https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2022/oct/07/great-british-bake-off-accused-of-cultural-appropriation-over-mexican-episode#:~:text=Great%20British%20Bake%20Off%20accused%20of%20cultural%20appropriation%20in%20Mexican%20week,-This%20article%20is&text=The%20Great%20British%20Bake%20Off%20has%20been%20accused%20of%20cultural,such%20as%20tacos%20and%20tequila.
https://www.cnn.com/2022/07/12/politics/jill-biden-breakfast-tacos/index.html
https://bookriot.com/what-happened-to-the-own-voices-label/


Black Birders Week

https://www.audubon.org/black-birders-week


PAUSE FOR QUESTIONS



Low-cost 
“hacks” for 
maximizing 
visual 
appeal











USING DISPLAYS 
TO BUILD BRIDGES 

BETWEEN 
DEPARTMENTS



ENSURING 
DISPLAYS ARE 
ACCESSIBLE & 

COMPELLING TO 
A VARIETY OF 

PATRONS



SUPER BASIC 
ACCESSIBILITY 

GUIDELINES FOR 
SIGNAGE

● Large, sans serif font
Comic Sans font & accessibility

● “Eye level” and “within reach” vary

● Be brief, clear, jargon-free

● Symbols are good

● Use high contrast between text & 
background 

Smithsonian resource guide

ADA resource guide

Accessibility blog post

https://bdanewtechnologies.wordpress.com/what-technology/typefaces-for-dyslexia/
https://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/publications/Smithsonian%20Guidelines%20for%20accessible%20design.pdf
https://archive.ada.gov/business/museum_access.htm
https://stepblogblog.wordpress.com/2020/05/12/6-golden-rules-for-writing-accessible-museum-labels/


LOW-VISIBILITY COLOR COMBINATIONS

Green Text on Yellow Background

Grey Text on Black Background

Blue Text on Red Background

Grey Text on White Background

Any Combination of Red and Green



ANY QUESTIONS??

flakowicz@concordnh.gov


